Introduction
The determination of serum alkaline phosphatase in cases of bone tumours is a biochemical procedure of accepted diagnostic importance. It helps in differentiating between osteogenic sarcoma and other bone lesions. A considerable amount of work therefore has been carried out on this aspect of the problem by various workers such as Woodard and Higinbotham (1937) , Franseen, Simmons and MacLean (1939) , Cade, Maclagan and Townsend (1940) [Sullivan, Gutman and Gutman (1942) Giri and Shourie (1939) Summary and conclusions The urinary excretion of acid and alkaline phosphatase has been studied in normal human subjects together with their levels in the blood.
It was found that:?
1. Large amounts of acid phosphatase were excreted in the urine while the quantity of alkaline phosphatase was almost negligible.
2. The excretion of phosphatase varied from day to day in an individual and as such it was doubtful whether the excretion of acid phosphatase would serve as a suitable index of prostatic activity of an individual.
3. The day-to-day variation was not found to be dependent on the food intake or the pH of the urine since individuals examined both before and after food intake showed similar variations.
4. There was no correlation between the levels of phosphatases in the serum and their excretion in the urine in an individual.
